Voting Rights Amendment Model Resolution
MODEL GOVERNMENTAL OR SECULAR RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE VOTING RIGHTS AMENDMENT 

WHEREAS _______ is proud of its long and distinguished tradition of fighting for, protecting and preserving the vote; and

WHEREAS ________ has a diverse constituency; and

WHEREAS the preservation of equal access to the vote is essential to the welfare and security of a democratic society; and

WHEREAS the U.S. Constitution does not presently guarantee an individual citizenship right to vote, but only provides for non-discrimination in voting on the basis of race, sex, and age; and

WHEREAS in Bush v Gore (2000) the U.S. Supreme Court declared "the individual citizen has no federal constitutional right to vote for electors for the President of the United States"; and

WHEREAS voting in the United States is a state right and is overseen by approximately 13,000 different local election administrations, which are separate and unequal having a wide variety of voting standards; and

WHEREAS due to this disparity, an individual's right to vote is different in each state and local jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS the separate and unequal nature of voting rights does damage to American democracy, our election system and the values the _______ hold dear; and

WHEREAS the Constitution should ensure the right to vote with one universal standard which federal, state and local governments enforce equally; and

WHEREAS only an amendment to the U.S. Constitution can guarantee an individual citizenship right to vote, provide for a unitary voting system and make sure that every vote is counted; and

WHEREAS only an amendment to the U.S. Constitution would give Congress the power to establish a unitary voting system that would overcome the separate and unequal administration of elections and grant equal protection under the law for all voters.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT _______ AFFIRMS its strong support for putting an individual citizenship right to vote in the U.S. Constitution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE ____________ SUPPORTS congressional legislative and state ratification efforts to enact a constitutional amendment that guarantees an individual citizenship right to vote; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE ___________ will transmit a copy of this resolution to all U.S. Senators and all U.S. Representatives accompanied by a letter urging them to support efforts to pass a constitutional amendment guaranteeing an individual citizenship right to vote; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE ___________ will transmit a copy of this resolution to Governor _______, and appropriate members of the State Legislature, accompanied by a letter urging them to support efforts to pass a constitutional amendment guaranteeing an individual citizenship right to vote; and

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE __________ will transmit a copy of this resolution to President Bush and the Attorney General of the United States accompanied by a letter urging them to support efforts to pass a constitutional amendment guaranteeing an individual citizenship right to vote.

Signed this ___ day of ____, 2005

______________________ 

title

